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MEMORANDUM FOR: 


DIRECTOR 



3 April 1951 


SUBJECT: Periodic Guides for Current Reporting - Inaugur at 1 >n 

of Series by Department of State 

ENCLOSURE: (A) Copy of Department of State (draft) Reporting 

Instructions for Foreign Service, dated 12 Mar -h 
1951 

(B) Copy of Department of State ’’Periodic Guide fo 
Current Economic Reporting" for April 1951 


1. The Department of State (Office of OLI) is inaugurating a 
series of "Guides on Current Reporting,® primarily intended for use by 
the Foreign Service, but also contemplating usefulness to the C/o and 
O/SO collection services. It is presently planned that these Guides; 
will extend to include coverage of the Economic, Political, a*id Socio- 
logical fields in all areas, and that they will be Issued on an 
approximate monthly basis. 

2. Enclosure (A) comprises the set of instructions under whicfi 
the Guides will be issued to the Foreign Service. Enclosure <B) is the 
initial issue of a Current Economic Reporting Guide for the Far Easi 
which has been coordinated with 0/HR . Copies of a preliminary drafi of 
Enclosure (B), previously received in this Agency, were, by the AD/c , 
issued to his representatives in the field for comment as to tisefulr ess. 
Additionally, a copy of Enclosure (b) has been issued to the AD/SO, 
requesting comment as to the general usefulness of this type of Guifie 
to the 0/S0 collection service. 

3. A combined Political, Economic, and Sociological Guide for the 
NEA area will be issued shortly, and Guides for other areas are in the 
course of preparation In the State Department, 

The desirability of instituting a series of Scientific Current 
Reporting Guides has been discussed with a representative of 0/si. with 
favorable reaction. * 


cc : AD/o 
ad/so 
ad/rr 
ad/si 



MkES Q. rebER 
Acting Assistant Director, 
I-jt^iligence Coordination 


25X1 


State Dept, review coftpptetastJ For Release 2003^g^:^A-RDP80R01731R003500070009-2 



Approved For Release 2003/07/31 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003500070009-2 



Approved For Release 2003/07/31 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003500070009-2 



Approved For Rgjease 2 


mm 


CIA-RDP80R01731R003500070009-2 


cos 


ERAFT LAD : SESmig el :mpv 
3/12/51 


To 


PERIODie GUIDES ON CURRENT FLE PORTING 


Certain American diplomatic and Consular Officers 


The Acting Secretary'' of State refers the enclosed Periodic 
Guides on Current Economic Reporting to the attention of the Officer* 
in-Charge, 

Under present distiMibed world conditions! primary emphasis ia 
field economic reporting must clearly be pieced on reporting c arrant 
developments in those mat 1 ers bearing on national security! the 
United States defense program or policy interests of the Departi*vit. 
Current {"spot” or "voluntary" ) reporting provides information 
concerning events in process or newly completed which is useful, 
and at times of extreme importance, in assessing the shifting 
aspects of over-all intentions, capabilities, vulnerabilities, 
etc,, of both friends and potential enemies. The enclosed guidep 
are intended to indicate specific current interests and concerns 
in foreign economic affairs of certain United States Government 
agencies, so that the re orting efforts of the Foreign Service will 
be of maximum benefit. 

A Brief background will help to put the Guides in proper foe a 
There haB been a feeling in the Eepartment for some time that 
field officers expected more guidance than they received and that 
f(^r more satisfactory completion of their reporting mission officers 
must be given more information on what the interests of Washington 
are and what is expected of them. These feelings were ocnfiriaed 
by 

rape -tins 
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reporting. It was decided therefore to institute these Reporting 

a s cheiae which is not new and which in the past on occasion 
has proved very successful. 

These guides ere not to he construed as instructions. The 
Department does not wish to restrict the latitude or flexibility 
of the field in covering current developments. The guides are 
only intended to throw additional light on this amorphous rr crl 1 g 
responsibility. The present emphasis on current reporting (with 
an accompanying de-esiohnsis of routine reporting, see for ^-rrenle 
Departmental telegram ho. 440 of January 30, 1951) makes it hirh lye- 
desirable that missions he kept- anryrised of current interests of 
the Department and certain other United States agencies. These 
guides are not, however, to tee considered as beinr all-r-prt sen- 
tat ive or all-inclusive of Washington interests. They will tncluhu 
specific interests and an«e general interests. They may in 
some cases point up subjects which might otherwise be overlooked 
by field officers: in other o*>*es they may simply stress the 
tance of or elaborate upon a need which is ouite obvious. It is 
thought that Gu ides will he issued monthly although they may fre- 
ts sued more or less often, as circumstances warrant. 

The initial transmission of iSconomic Reporting Guides i»; 
being made to posts In the For test. All posts concerned err hoi * 
sent the current guide for their particular- area plus the guides 
being sent to other post, in the Far -n at: in the future, ports 

will receive only the guide for their Immediate area of r-- spon- 
sibility. 
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Reaction from the posts concerned ia invited. The Deroartme t' 


prime interest is to develop a simple yet effective tool Which w 11 
enable the field to do the befit possible {Job in the interests of 
national security and policy responsibilities of the Department. 


SGGRCI 
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March 28, 1951 


PERIODIC GUID8 TOR CURfiffi/T ECONOMIC REPORTING 
April, 1951 


Indonesia 

Mon„.ia.» currently favorabl. halano. or trad, and .troh, 
national vaocnro poaltion 1 , a roault i„ l.rg. f ,ort or th. raaponal* - 
noao or native rubber producera to, and the high l.vol or, rubber prt tee 
and in part a reeult of the curtailment or Import volume relative to ,,he 
1949 level. 4 Moreover, It appeare that foreign exchange race let, , 
•xporte will In 1951 increase to a new record level, possibly a, high 

a U.S. $800 or 900 nlll ion aeeumlng (a) the continuance of high rub er 
and tin prices and (b) adequate imports. 


1 . 


1. Are there any indication that the Indonesian Government, 
despite its protestations to the contrary, may find It! n0ea * 
t£> consider * aBon E other measures, revaluation of the kttocM m 
<SXOhang ° rate far lflIportn in to induce increased’ imno :4 «? 


2. What would be the effectiveness of revaluation of the imnort 
rate (possibly to equalise it with the present export rate) a 
a means of both increasing imports and lowering the oresont. 
local price level for imported goods? 

3. What has boon th. .ffoct of lr.cr.Ml Income, In th. nal.lv. 
rubber districts in terms of 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 


™ bbtr «*'» « 

local pries levels, 

local demand for and consumption of censunar goods. 


(d) geographic 


SoptMbor° f 1950 ^ TOl “° ba3 " i « d “ ta *» P-rlcd Jan»a,y- 
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(d) geographic distribution of consumer goodn a a betve- n 
native rubber districts and other areas? 

4. To what extent is the gap between imports and dmnanS in ttt> 

native rubber districts filled by outward smuggling hr rubber 

to finance inward smuggling of consumer goods from MO.ava? 

Thailand 


More frequent reporting 1. deelred on foreign Mcphang. acpmiif 
to Thailand from rlee exports as reported by Mee dhippin* Ooertinat on 
Committee, also final 1950 flgutw when available. 

Report lor of monthly rice shipments in the JOINT 'ffiKKl shonld b 
continued . 


Any information or estimates on remittances to China for LQ*0 o r„ 
current periods is desired. 

my does Bank of Thailand continue to show rupee loan, vhkcb 
reportedly has been paid, as an outstanding external indebtedness ir* 
publication Current Statistics? 

What financial aid or other assistance is being given by the The 
Government to relieve depressed economic conditions in the Northeast? 

Have there been any new developments in extension of the Conner H.y* 
movement? What other steps are being taken to e.lve agrarian peohl,*-* 

Preliminary figures for 1951 budget (especially capital eoOoendif re 
budget) and coamenfcs would be useful. 

Burma 

1. Agrarian problems in Southeast Asia, including land tet’om. * ^ 
currently being discussed by a special interdepartmental committee 

iJONFIDEjTIAL ~ 2?C "“" i " v 
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material bearing on this subject including the level of agricult.umi 
taxes and rents, the adequacy of farm credits and the progress in la la- 
menting the existing land reform program in Bunua is desired. 

2. Any developments in the nationalisation policy of thei governm en t 
are of interest. Of particular interest are the questions of 1 k>w tHe 
policy appears to be affecting (a) production, (b) the positioh of tihe 
foreign investors, and (c) the outlook for additional foreign i-apltau 
investment. 

3. Comments are desired on the prospects for tin and tungsten pro- 
duction at the Mawchi mines and tha mines in Tenasserlm. What! is the 
extent of current insurrectionist activity in those areas. What are' t;he 
current prospects for transport of the mineral stockpile at Bowdin? /hat 
is production outlook? 

4- Are there any indications that Burma is exporting minerals fe. 
Communist areas? 

Philippines 

1. The Philippine Government is evidently determined to $s 

billion in reparations from Japan at forthcoming negotiations on a re^ee 
treaty for Japan. Available information is requested concerning the > 
ity of a claim of this amount and specifically concerning the method S thal, 
were used by the Philippine Government to arrive at this total , How k oes 
the Philippine Govenuaent Justify the present large claim for carta 
damage in view of the lower estimates of property damage that wfcre m m<» 
in 1945 and 194&- and the payments for property demage under that Phil ifc nine 
Rehabilitation Act? I-breover. recent data ere needed about the Utilise - 
tion in the Philippines of reparations iaaterial that was furnished bv 

Approved For Release 2003/07/31 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003500070009-2 

i-‘0N FI B WijTIAL * ; 



, CUN-'lDi iJTIAL 

Approved For please 2003/07/31 : CIA-RDP80R01 731^03500070009-2 

- e t - 

Japan under the interim reparation* program la 1949. 

2. Data are requested about the powers of the new Land mrr . 

and Settlement Corporation (LADSSCO) and its activities since its fc 2 « r >. 
tion in Decenfcer. Specific information is needed about the amount * t 
land under LADESCO's administration, its methods and plans for res*Ule* 
ment projects, any efforts to increase crop yields in L/iDESCO settle aantf< 
participation by LADSSCO in the recent Government policy of resettld ig 
surrendered members of the Hukbalahap on I&ndarao, and its efforts fc > 
sponsor land reform legislation. 

3* Reporting should be continued on any matters affectieg thei 
for F.Y. 1951 and F.Y. I952. Information is particularly desired op tax 
legislation, peso expenditure# for 2-IDAP (if any) arxJ EGA counterpart fuai, 
and on recent Government budgetary practices. 

Taipei 

1. An increased coverage of developments in foreign trad) is d. sir*! 
including the nature and effeat of foreign trade controls and t.h* eefc 
®f foreign trade on the domestic economy, 

2. It would be useful to have a report of the government : s cv.rj .jnt 
wage and ration policies in its approach to the problem of maintains 7 
urban stability. 

Hgng Kong 

1. A more complete coverage of Communist China's trade with Hob * 

Kong would be desirable. In addition to the present reporting covering 
the official Hong Kong trade summaries and the trade in strategic cote ncU . 
ties, it would be useful to receive current information on the trade! jid 

pr! re 
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price movements of the major export and import commodities, including 
the ultimate markets and sources of supply. Continuous re orting on the 
trading methods and organization of the Chinese Conmunist foreign tr de 
firms is also desired. 

2. Additional evaluated information regarding the extent to wiuch 
the Chinese Communists are increasing police controls* e.g., land re "ora, 
militia organisation, purges of unreliable personages, etc.. Including an? 
evidence of the degree of success such measures have achieved in mai; tail- 
ing civil order and in mobilizing resources* is desired. 

3 • Increased coverage of the developments in state control ove; 
marketing and wages in Communist China would be useful. This ireoort' ns 
might cover euch points as the growth, structure, policy* and f inane: ng 
of cooperatives and state trading, wage policies in government and pi ival** 
industry, and evidence of rationing or controlled distribution of cotand: 
ties to certain groups. 

Indochina 

Information other than that contained in broadcasts of the Viet iinl 
radio is desired on economic conditions in Vlat i-Iinh territory. In x irfcj e • 
ular it would be useful to know: (l) progress made in implemeniine tt i VJe-i, 
Mlnh’s purported program of agrarian reform; (2) standards of liv ing in 
terms of adequate food supply, clothing, shelter, etc.; (3) ability to 
maintain transport facilities; (4) ability to oombat epidemics , and stdes d « 
disease problems; (5) financial structure, including budgetary lata b ri tfc# 
exchange rates of the Ho piastre. 

Continued reporting is desired on efforts made to lift the Trans - 
Bassac blockade and reasons for not lifting it. 
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